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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: 
Forum participants will hear both the Michigan and national perspective on the issues surrounding 
practices involving children missing from care in our child welfare system.  The forum will also offer 
information and strategies to improve delivery of services to these children and their families.  
Successful practices courts use to locate and place missing children will be a highlight of the program, 
and will feature efforts made by the Michigan Department of Human Services and the Michigan State 
Police to locate AWOLP children.  A session focusing on successful intervention strategies to reduce the 
number of children absent from placement will feature the Child Welfare League of America “Best 
Practices Guidelines.”  An afternoon session will be devoted to a candid facilitated discussion regarding 
issues, concerns, shared strategies, and ideas to improve practices to more effectively locate missing 
children and prevent children missing from care. 
 
GENERAL PROGRAM SCHEDULE: 
 
8:30 am  –  9:00 am Registration 
9:00 am  –  9:30 am Welcome and Overview by Justice Maura D. Corrigan 
9:30 am  –  10:30 am  Successful Intervention Strategies to Reduce the Number of Children Absent 

from Placement 
10:30am –  10:45 am Break 
10:45am –  12:00 pm Michigan Department of Human Services/Michigan State Police Collaborative 

Efforts 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Lunch 
1:00 pm  –  2:30 pm County Panels Highlighting Current and Innovative AWOLP Practices 
2:30 pm  –  2:45 pm Break 
2:45 pm  –  4:00 pm Facilitated Discussion 
 
ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS: 
Eligible participants for this training include members of court-led county AWOLP teams, and other 
child welfare system stakeholders, such as: 

• Judges/Referees 
• Court administrators 
• Court staff 
• Department of Human Services workers 
• Law enforcement personnel 
• Attorneys  
• Other individuals involved in your county’s AWOLP docket 
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SEMINAR COST: 
There is no registration cost to attend this training session.  The cost of this training is generously 
funded by the Governor’s Task Force on Children’s Justice.  All training materials are provided.  Forum 
participants will receive a complimentary refreshment break (coffee, tea, and ice water) and a group 
luncheon.  Incidental expenses including mileage, phone calls, or other travel-related expenses are the 
responsibility of each individual or his/her governmental unit.  We will provide free parking vouchers to 
forum participants.   
 
Lodging will not be provided for this program.  However, for those who need overnight lodging, a 
limited block of rooms has been reserved until August 8th at the Lansing Sheraton Hotel with rooms at a 
special rate of $65.00.  The Lansing Sheraton is located at 925 South Creyts Road.  To make your 
reservation, contact the hotel directly at: 517-323-7100.  When making your reservation, please specify 
that you are attending the State Court Administrative Office training to ensure that you receive your 
reduced rate. 
 
The Michigan Hall of Justice Conference Center accommodates persons with disabilities.  If you 
require special accommodations, please indicate your needs on the registration form. 
 
REGISTRATION: 
Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis.  However, there may be some exceptions to ensure 
geographic diversity and participation across professions. Registrants will receive an e-mail confirming 
attendance and further forum details approximately two weeks before the training session. 
 
 

 
Fill out and fax the completed registration form to Michigan Judicial Institute (MJI) 

no later than  
August 18, 2006.  

Please feel free to copy and distribute this announcement and registration to other 
potential team members in your community. 

 
 

 
For information regarding the seminar content, contact Carol Siemon, Child Welfare Services Deputy 
Director, at 517-373-8995 or siemonc@courts.mi.gov. For further information regarding the registration 
process, contact Anne DeMarco, Michigan Judicial Institute, Program Assistant, at 517-373-7349 or 
demarcoa@courts.mi.gov. 
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 (Please print or type legibly, as this information will be used for your name tag.) 
  
Name: ____________________________________Title: _____________________________________ 
 
Court/Agency/Organization: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________   
 
City: _____________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________________ 
 
County: _________________________ 
 
Special Dietary Needs: _______________________ Special Needs: _____________________________ 
 
E-mail: ____________________________________ (Seminar confirmation will be sent by e-mail.) 
 
Telephone: _______________________  Fax: _____________________________________ 
 
Return fax registration form by August 18, 2006 to: Anne DeMarco, Michigan Judicial Institute 
Program Assistant, 517-373-7615. 
 
Team Members (each member must submit an individual registration form.) 
 

(Name) (Title) 
 
1. __________________________________ __________________________________________ 
 
2.___________________________________ __________________________________________ 
 
3.__________________________________             __________________________________________ 
 
Please identify questions or issues you would like to see addressed during the facilitated issues and strategies 
discussion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Space is limited, so please return your registration as soon as possible.  If it is necessary to cancel after you have 
been confirmed to attend, please contact Ms. DeMarco as soon as possible. Onsite registration is not available.   
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REGISTRATION FOR LIVE WEBCAST: 

 Access the MJI website at: http://courts.michigan.gov/mji/. 
 Click on “Seminars” and choose “Webcasts” from the drop-down menu. 
 Click on “Schedule of Upcoming Programs.” 
 Click on “Children Absent from Placement Without Legal Permission.” 
 Click on “Register” in the description box to the left. 
 Complete the form as requested and click on “Submit.” 

 
Please test your computer for webcast compatibility using the “test” option on the MJI web page or 
simply try viewing one of the archived MJI programs.  If you experience technical difficulties, please 
call the You-niversity.com help desk at 1-877-867-7300. 
 
If you register for the webcast, you do NOT need to complete the attached registration form. Those 
viewing the archived webcast AFTER the September 8th forum do NOT need to register in advance; 
however, you will need to contact MJI to obtain a password to access the archived webcast. 

 
CONFIRMATION: 
You will be e-mailed a webcast “PIN number” five days prior to the program. 
 
LARGE GROUP VIEWING OF WEBCAST: 
If your court is interested in setting up a room to accommodate a large group for webcast viewing and 
you require technical assistance, please contact your court’s network administrator or Cathy Weitzel at 
weitzelc@courts.mi.gov, for further information.  ONE person needs to register online as a 
representative for the viewing group.  Information pertaining to the webcast will be e-mailed to the 
registered representative. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
If you have questions about the webcast technology, please contact Cathy Weitzel at 517-373-7510 or 
weitzelc@courts.mi.gov.  If you have questions concerning the program, contact Carol Siemon, at     
517-373-8995 or siemonc@courts.mi.gov.  If you have questions regarding the application process, 
please contact Anne DeMarco, at 517-373-7349 or demarcoa@courts.mi.gov. 
 
 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 

August 18, 2006 
 


